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tributed. One can see that under those cir-
cumstances a great deal of power rests in their
hands.

Moreover, if the President has to give an
opinion on a matter of important policy, his
time for investigation is very limited. When
people talk about the hasty decisions made
by Presidents and Governors, they should real-
ize that practically every decision excepting on
matters of first-rate importance must be made
hastily, if made at all. They must make a
choice between the decision of a President or a
Governor made in a minute or two and a de-
cision somewhat more maturely thought out
by a subordinate. The evidence on which the
President makes his decision must be prepared
and digested and laid before him by subordi-
nates, and however carefully this may be done,
it is likely to be colored more or less by the
views of those subordinates. It is only, there-
fore, the great questions of national policy,
such as peace or war, or a revenue policy, or a
matter affecting the welfare of great classes in
the community, that the President can take up
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